
(Not) BRITISH.  My 1930 was midnight blue over black fenders with dark blue leather, which was conservative and 
suited me.  But who would guess that Packard offered cars in lavender with white leather!  Read text.   
Packard ads in this period had very elaborate pictures accompanying the ‘pitch’.  Wil  

 
Wire wheels 
were an optional 
extra, as were 
plated disc 
wheels. 
 
If anyone in the 
club doesn’t 
think this is a 
very classy car 
and ‘cover 
worthy”, please 
email… 
(Continued on 
page 17) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BRITISH 
>WELL WORTH READING SOME OF THE TIME< 

 

February, 2012 issue 
 

BRITISH is the official publication of the not-officious 

 BRITISH IRON TOURING CLUB OF NORTHWEST ARKANSAS  

casually founded in 1981. 
 

Dedicated to the preservation, touring, towing, racing and discussion of British cars and SHARING TALES OF 

OUR WINTER PROJECTS, NEW BABIES, PETS, HOUSE PROJECTS, GARAGE IMPROVMENTS, 

LOTTERY WINNINGS (especially), NEW CARS PURCHASED and all the other details that make us a united 

club, not personal islands.  Leave Isolationism to governments.  The prosecution rests. 

 

 

February is National: Bing Crosby singing “Freezing our chestnuts nuts over an open 

fire” Month  (I hope I remembered that right.  Irving Berlin?) 

 
Contact Us 

- Find our most excellent site in ‘web-land’ at www.britishironnwa.org 

- To contact our President: bwatkins@watkinslawoffice.com 

- To contact the editor: 479-855-1267 or briton4@cox.net  
 

Members staying in touch: 

We have our own club email list-server – contact Jim Carney  carney1081@cox.net to sign up and stay up to date.                    
 

Our electronic (not Lucas) newsletter 

In addition to member emailing, the complete newsletter may now be found on our website. 
 

Monthly Meetings 

We meet for grub, grog and gab on the 2nd Thursday of every month except December, 7:00 (but 6:15-6:30 is better), at Carino’s Italian Grill, 
Scottsdale Center, Rogers – off of Walnut, near I 540.   Business begins after His Majesty has a beer. 

 

Other meetings 

���� The 4th Friday of every month is Social Night at our clubhouse and garage, the Brit Stop. 
���� Most Saturdays mornings after the Monthly Meeting we gather at the Brit Stop for tech sessions or tinkering. 
���� Scheduled events and club activities are posted on page 3. 
���� Other Brit Stop activities as arranged.  See your BI-List emails.  

 
++++ 

Meeting Night, Jan 12: Cold.  So darn cold it was almost like winter.   You’d think by now the Canadians would understand we 
only want them to send the jet stream down here in the summer.  Maybe they’re getting even for us sending them acid rain?  By 
now you’ve caught on that Yr. Ed. didn’t get many notes this evening and is prepared to prattle on forever about nonsense.  
Anyway, 27 hardy folks showed up despite the weather, including Dennis Collins who hates the cold, but bundles up heavily.  Ron 
Shrum had a photo of his completed engine test stand, including gauges – it looks like a very nice bit of work.  Because Bill 
Watkins was early and ran the business part of the evening efficiently (wasn’t interrupted too much) it was a shorter night than 
usual.  The major accomplishment was setting our activity dates – see page 3 for details.  If there was a treasurer’s report tonight it 
didn’t carry to our end of the dining room… or Yr. Reporter has his head buried in a refreshment glass.  Contact Jim Carney if you 
paid for a name badge and haven’t received it yet.  Eleven hotel rooms at the Arlington (host headquarters) are going to be blocked 
out for British Iron in Hot Springs for the inaugural National British car show.  It sounds like a major event, with the chance to see 
many unusual British cars.  Our club is hosting one evening, so if going to Hot Springs ask what you can do to help.  Carino’s 
shrimp scampi is pretty good, but is actually shrimp alfredo – heavy cream sauce with garlic.  Some guy got up and said that three 
months of begging members for a few lines for page 3 hasn’t worked, and got a little peevish.  Old fart.    
 

OUR CREDO: “Exquisite Refinement”, regardless of provocation.   
 
Publisher’s Note: Other clubs and entities, desperate enough, are welcome to make use of material from BRITISH.  Please credit author and source.  
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              Technical failure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     

BEHIND THE WHEEL (from the right hand side) 
 
 Most of my club activity this month has been related to our participation in the British Car Week National Meet in Hot 
Springs May 30 through June 2.  Per the instructions from you all I have secured 12 rooms for the club at the Arlington Hotel 
during this event.  I have a separate confirmation number for each room and will give that number to you if you want a room.  You 
would then call the hotel and transfer the registration to your name for the number of nights you want.  They are each secured for 4 
nights at present.   As of now 6 of the 12 rooms are already spoken for, so if you want a room let me know soon before they are 
gone.  Of course, I am sure you could call the Arlington yourself and simply reserve your own room later, but that risks them 
running out of rooms at the reduced car show rate of $102.00 per night. 
 
 The second related activity per your instructions was to get bids from the hotel staff for catering the “Meet and Greet” that 
we as a club are hosting Thursday night of that week.  So far I have asked the catering staff for proposals based on 75 people with 
budgets of $500 and $1000.  As we get closer to the date we should (we hope) have a better feel for the number of folks to expect.   
We might by then decide that it would be smarter to double the $500 proposal and feed 150 people for around a grand.  We’ll just 
have to see how it develops. 
 
 Many thanks to David Ferrell for setting up the February 4th drive to Springfield to tour his brother-in-law’s most 
interesting shop.  Sadly, I failed to coordinate my office calendar with the home calendar and had myself double booked with a 
client meeting at the office for that morning.  Oh well. 
 
 A reminder to everyone that membership dues are due.  If you want to continue to receive this most excellent newsletter 
and have access to and use of the equipment at the Brit Stop be sure to get your dues paid shortly.  The appropriate form appears 
elsewhere in this issue.  (This is not to say that only members can use the Brit Stop.   It has been our practice in the past to allow 
use by the invited and accompanied guests of members). 
 
 Speaking of the Brit Stop, we had a nice gathering for the January 4th Friday Social Night.  We fired up the 747 jet engine 
heater and SHOUTED AT EACH OTHER FOR A NICE HOUR OF FELLOWSHIP and cold beer.  Referring to the heater, unless 
we can figure out a way to vent the furnace that is hanging from the ceiling (maybe out the window???) and provide a safe source 
of fuel for same, its donor, Danny Vaughn, has offered it to anyone who will haul it away.  Let’s make one last attempt to figure 
out if we can use it or not then, if not, someone can have it. 
 
 Some of you have been in the club long enough to remember the great big Jaguar MK VIII that Doug Schrantz bought 10 
or so years ago.  I think he made the trip to Devils Den in it so some of you will have seen it then.  Since then it has undergone a 
series of mild modification and a lengthy restoration.  I had the privilege of getting to see the freshly painted result last weekend 
and it is truly striking.  Doug’s challenge is to have it ready for Hot Springs in late May or, failing that, for use in his eldest son’s 
wedding in June.  A “re- assembly party” of willing recruits may be called at some time(s) in the next few months.   
 
 Which brings me to this newsletter itself.  Last meeting our Esteemed Editor made a request / plea / threat for stories from 
us regarding projects, cars we have owned, interesting drives, the chase for your latest acquisition, or thoughts on the hobby.  I 
agree with said Esteemed Editor that, while I find his original material most interesting and entertaining, content from the 
members provides added color and perspective.    All of you have some story to tell, even if only a couple of paragraphs.  Please 
type up whatever your muse inspires and submit it soon.  The Esteemed Editor and your fellow members thank you. 
 
 Enjoy the drive to Springfield and I’ll see you at the next meeting.      
   Bill Watkins 

 
 
Ed. Note: Hey, I’m not that ‘a steemed (is Bill’s term Spanish or Italian?), 
but he neglected to say that even a few sentences about your current 
activities are needed to make page 3 have its intended function. 
And now, through the use of small typeface, we have room for Jim 
Carney’s minty Porsche Cayman ad photo… if any of us can afford it!  It is 
a joy to drive, but my piggy bank isn’t big enough.  See the last page.   
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 YE OLDE STAFF 
 

The Throne…                                  Bill Watkins 
 bwatkins@watkinslawoffice.com  
The Counting House…                 Jim Carney 
 carney1081@cox.net  
Web Master…                                David Freeman 
Events Coordinator…                   Sue Tennant 
Archivist…                                     Larry Roe 
Scribe; AKA Yrs. Trly, Yr. Ed…   Grumpy 
 briton4@cox.net  
Internet Resource Research…    Dennis Collins 
 

                                             MISC 
 

‘Insomnia’ follow-up.  The pilot bushing removal process 
described last month is well known and works well with solid 
bushings.  With roller bearing type types (newer cars) too 
much grease leaks past the rollers and I haven’t been able to 
get sufficient pressure to budge the bearing shell.  There is 
an easy answer to that one, as well.  Auto-Zone parts stores 

(and some others) carry a line of high quality OEM brand 
professional service tools for loan.  You give them the 
purchase price for deposit and upon returning the tools you 
get full money back.  Nice!  Ask for OEM Puller Set 27128.  

It contains four adapters for all pilot bearing sizes and a slide 
hammer.  The joy of working with quality profession tools!   
 

PS – We recommend driving in the new roller bearing 
pilot bushing supported.  That is, if the I.D. is ½”, for 
instance, get a bolt with a non-threaded shoulder as long 
as the new bearing.  Cut off the threads and put a nylon 
washer on the shaft to cushion the hammer blows before 
tapping the bearing into place.  Think how upset you will 
be – ignoring this advice – to see the rollers knocked out 
of the deformed thin-wall shell!  
 

Axiom proven: By coincidence, Fitz and Yr. Ed. both were 
replacing our TR7 rear motor mounts at the same time.  I 
assembled my multi-piece mount according to the Victoria 
British/Triumph shop manual illustrations – it worked, but the 
front edge of the cross-member seemed to be touching the 
transmission.  Fitz assembled his according to the Moss 
parts catalog drawing, but couldn’t get it installed.  After a lot 
of head scratching (okay, frustration) it turned out we were 
both making mistakes.  The tranny support is now done, 
according to either Moss Motors or the Triumph repair 
manual – not both.  As Fitz said, “Two heads really are better 
than one!”    
 

There is pride in being able to identify the rear of a 
1955,’56, ’57 or ’58 Chevy at a glance, we’re sure.  This 
month we’re offering a different sort of test; British and 
European car facts for a British car club.  Pretty radical, 
but we hope you enjoy it – either to ‘ace’ the quiz, or at 
least learn some new stuff about our hobby.  Yr. Ed. 
thinks it is a fairly easy test, but that’s with a twenty year 
head start on many of you. 
 

The editorial staff is cringing forward to your corrections and 
comments!   
  
Dep’t. of Education & British Slang:  
Pukka – This term has been revived recently by one of our 
popular young TV chefs.  It means super or smashing, 

which of course, is how he describes all his food. 
Queer – Apart from the obvious gay link, this word used to 
be used a lot to mean someone looked ill.  As in, “You look 

queer!”  Of course you might not say that these days in case 
you get picked up, or thumped! 
Quid – A pound in money is called a quid.  It is the 
equivalent to the buck in America.  A five pound note is a 

fiver and a ten pound note is a tenner.  
                              www.effingpot.com/slang.shtml 

Navvies – (throwing in this one) Originally, one of the 
thousands of British laborers used for manually digging 

railroad, canal and tunnel systems.  Currently, more likely to 
be a manual labourer (Brit spelling) working on a road or 

civic project.    
 

Ron Shrum had the misfortune of having his A40 non-
standard pilot bushing slide out of the crankshaft, 
spinning uselessly on the transmission input shaft.  He 
says it made for a very noisy gearbox!  Fortunately for 
Yr. Ed., it was out of warrantee.  Ron machined is own 
new bushing.  Admirable.  Then, under the car, he put 
the tranny on his chest and lifted it back into position.  
Remarkable! 
 

Having replaced the motor mounts and front crank seal, Wil’s 
TR7 is now going back together.  Thanks to Jim and Fitz for 
the help with the tranny.  This was before knowing of Ron 
Shrum’s ability! 
 

Judging by the interest in Arlington reservations, it looks 
as though many of us are really eager to be a part of the 
first national British car gathering in Hot Springs. 
 

At press time there have been no small contributions from 
members for this page, so perhaps that goal is hopeless.  
However, I’ve received several articles – thanks to those 
authors for supporting the club through this newsletter. 
 
blah  

 
COMING EVENTS 

Many activities come up late that cannot be included 
here.  Join and watch our B-I List email group 

  
Feb 4 – 9:00 departure from the Brit Stop for lunch and 
                      then the Automotive Archeology shop in 
                      Springfield, MO. 
Mar 10 – Roaring River St. Park drive and breakfast 
Apr 14 – Devil’s Den drive and picnic 
Apr 26-28 – VTR So. Central Regional Convention 
               Broken Arrow, OK.  Contact Green County 
               Triumphs for Reg. & info.  gctok@cox.net  
May 30/Jun2 – British Car National Meet in Hot Springs 
Jun 9 – EuroMotor Extravaganza in Sand Springs, OK, 
              hosted by the Jaguar Club of Tulsa 
Jul 21?? – GOBMC British Car Blowout in Carthage, MO 
Aug ? – No event scheduled as yet. 
Sep 21/22 – Brits in the Ozarks at Agri Park 
Oct 26 – Halloween Party  
Nov – Date to be announced – Jasper Drive 
Dec 8 – Christmas Party 

 
COMING NEXT MONTH 

 
� Another Dyno Tale: Forgotten Customers 
� Dan Vaughan’s wild ride 

 
                           MEETING NIGHT 

 

Feb 9  – CARINO’S.  The usual.  
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A British Car / Sports Car / European Car / Knowledgeable Car Guy 

Quiz 
Presented by your ever-fair Editor 

 

Print the quiz or write down your answers on a piece of paper and save them.  Sorry, but there is no opportunity for 
cheating by peeking – the answers will be published next month – but it is permissible, even encouraged, to look up 
answers.  You will be asked to submit your correct answer tally (38 out of 44, for example) on the B-I List after the 
answers are published.  Please participate. The answers for many questions have been in our newsletter.  Low score?  
No shame.  We are here to learn.  There is only one correct answer for each question.  Multi-part questions must be 
COMPLETELY correct to count as a correct answer.    
We’ll start with a few easy ones.  Pencil and paper ready? 
 

Q1  The reason I’m not going to do very well on this test is because as a teenager I was: 

 A – Studying for the priesthood. 

 B – My friends weren’t interested in foreign cars. 

 C – Too involved in team sports. 

 D – Totally absorbed in the mysteries and technique of one-handed bra removal. 
 

Q2 Here are four well known terms (approximately), associated with which British car companies?  

 A – Safely Fast; well, not that fast really, but pretty good for the displacement and consid…                                                              

 B – Shh - The Silent Sports Car                                             

 C - The Best Damn Car in the World, Y’all                                  

 D – Rhymes with ‘face, mace, place’ 
 

Q3 The near-side wheels for a 1950 Jaguar XK120 had: 

 A – Left-hand thread knockoffs. 

 B – Right-hand thread knockoffs. 

 C – Bolt-on wheels. 

 D - All of the above. 
 

Q4 These UK towns are associated with which British cars?  Match them up. 

 A – Solihull & Longbridge            MG 

 B – Abbington-on-Thames           Rover 

 C – Coventry                                  Hillman 

 D – Linwood                                  Jaguar 
 

Q5 We now call them ‘Silver Ghosts’.  But what did R-R call it when introduced in 1906? 

 A – The Silver Ghoul. 

 B – The ‘Grand Tourer’. 

 C – The 40-50. 

 D – The 4-60. (for the speed range of top gear without shifting) 
 

Q6 The original Silver Ghost is owned by R-R and now has (closest guess): 

 A – 50 miles. 

 B – 5,000 miles. 

 C – 50,000 miles. 

 D – 500,000 miles. 
 

Q7 A 5/16 Whitworth wrench means: 

 A – 5/16 of an inch was the size of King Henry VIII’s little… finger. 

 B – The bolt head measures half of something 5/8, but no one knows exactly what.  

 C - The bolt, not the bolt head, is 5/16 inch diameter. 

 D – It could be bigger than 5/16 inch, but then it is spelled Whitwooorth.        By Wil Wing for BITCNWA 
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Q8 Name (write down) four British cars that used North American engines – 1930 through 1970s. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q9 Name at least one car made in Scotland. 

 _______________________________ 

 

Q10 Conspiracy Theorists (and others) think Great Britain adopted the RAC horsepower formula for a car tax 

base after WWI to spite: 

 A – The French 

 B – The Kaiser  

 C – The rich 

D – Henry Ford 

 

Q11 How much does a ‘stone’ weigh in the British system? 

 A) – 2.2 pounds 

B) – 12 pounds 

C) – 14 pounds 

D) – 18 pounds 

 

Q12 Many British car companies began as bicycle manufacturers.  Name five who did not.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q13 Many former European race car drivers began as motorcycle racers.  Name the Brit (and the only person) 

who ever won World Championships in both cars and motorcycles. 

 ______________________________________  

 

Q14 A British (Imperial) gallon contains how much more than a US (liquid) gallon?   

 1 – 5% 

 2 – 10% 

 3 – 15% 

 4 – 20% 

 

Q15 What British car introduced front wheel drive and all independent suspension in 1928?  Hint: After WWII 

some of their model names might be mistaken for MG models. 

 ____________________________________________________  

 

Q16 Which British manufacturer had models named ‘Royal’, ‘Sociable’, and ‘428’? 

 _______________________________ 

 

Q17 Match up the US equivalent for these English terms: 

 1 – Stand proud                              a) a candle                 b) kerosene 

 2 – Gudgeon pin                             c) deteriorated          d) kicked the bucket 

 3 – Paraffin                                     e) project above         f) Safety pin 

 4 - Perished                                    g) stand up straight   h) wrist pin 

 

Q18 You read the British slang items each month.  Is it OK to say “I’ve got a tommy bar” in polite company?  

 1 – Yes  

 2 – No 

 

Q19 The Hillman Avenger went on sale in the US under what name? 

 ______________________________ 

 

                                                       Let’s go to some photo identifications.          By Wil Wing for BITCNWA 
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